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Let’s Build a Brighter Virginia

A

s I prepare this column, a tumultuous year is coming
to a close, and I’m looking forward to the promise and
opportunity that 2021 holds. The beginning of a new
year is a time I pause before a blank slate, review the
accomplishments and trials of the previous 12 months,
and look ahead to my next goals.
Last year certainly presented challenges unlike any we’ve
ever seen. A global pandemic led to economic hardship and
combined with a divisive political climate. It’s easy to let those
struggles drag us down and dim our outlook on the days to
come, but in reassessing how we’ve met these challenges, I’m
certain that brighter days are ahead.
Here at Powell Valley Electric Cooperative, our dedicated
employees have risen to the occasion. We adjusted our hours
and policies to keep everyone safe. We continued our outreach
to our communities — our hometowns — helping struggling
neighbors in these uncertain times. Folks at the co-op buckled
down in adopting new safety practices, all while continuing
to provide the
high-quality service
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simply supply electricity. At Powell Valley Electric Cooperative, we think of ourselves as craftsmen. That means we’re not
simply building something; we’re building it well — with pride
and purpose.
It’s not enough for us to pick up the phone when you call
with questions. We give you options for engaging with your
electric cooperative so you can use the method that’s most
convenient for you. We ensure your safety in our lobbies and
in the community where our employees work outside the
office. We provide opportunity for our future members,
encouraging the area’s youth to dream big and helping them
develop the skills they need to join tomorrow’s workforce.
We provide energy-saving information so you can get the
most out of your energy dollars.
I can’t express how proud I am of our entire team for
showing such resilience. Like linemen who brave the fiercest
weather or overcome long odds to string lines to the most
remote reaches of our service area, all our employees are
craftsmen with keen eyes and uncommon skills earned
through busted knuckles and sleepless nights. Through
service and sacrifice, we’re the people who build stuff —
artisans whose work in wood, wire and steel light the
countryside and energize our communities.
Powell Valley Electric Cooperative takes great pride in the
work we do, the infrastructure we build and the communities
we serve. We are crafting the future of our rural and suburban
areas — investing in comfort and connection, in energy and
opportunity, in people and places.

We’re building a brighter Virginia.
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Annual Financial Statement
Because Powell Valley Electric is a member-owned organization, we want to keep you informed,
and each year we provide information to keep you knowledgeable about the operations of your
cooperative. We are glad to share with you on pages 20-21 your cooperative’s most recent fiscal
year’s financial statement.
We are extremely proud that this great organization continues to be financially sound and
strong. In an age of tighter budgets and rising costs, we strive to make educated decisions and
search for the best quality of product for the money on all purchases. From the smallest details in
our daily work to decisions involving major projects, we work diligently to operate your cooperative
as efficiently as possible. The employees of Powell Valley Electric take pride in the work they do each
day to ensure the electric services provided to you remains reliable and affordable.

Powell Valley Electric Cooperative
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Five Ways to Stay Cozy this Winter
by Abby Berry

B

aby, it's cold outside! When you're feeling chilly at
home, there are several budget-friendly ways you can
keep comfortable without turning up the thermostat.
Here are five easy ways to stay cozy this winter.

1.

Whether you’re experiencing extremely cold winter temps
or you simply “run cold,” an electric blanket can deliver quick
warmth like a regular throw or blanket cannot. Electric
blankets can include a variety of features, like timers and dual
temperature settings (if your cuddle buddy prefers less heat).
This winter, consider an electric blanket instead of turning up
the heat, and your energy bill will thank you.

2.

One of the easiest ways to stay cozy at home is to keep your
feet warm. Our feet play a critical role in regulating body
temperature, so when your feet are warm, your body
automatically feels warmer. Try a pair of comfortable wool
socks or house slippers to stay toasty.

3.

On winter days when the sun is shining, take advantage
and harness natural warmth from sunlight. Open all curtains,
drapes and blinds in your home to let the sunshine in ––
you’ll be able to feel the difference.

4.

Another way to make your home cozier is to use a
humidifier. Cold air doesn’t hold water vapor like warm air,
so by adding humidity inside your home, you can feel a little
warmer. A favorable level of humidity inside your home can
also help clear sinuses, soften skin and improve sleep.

5.

Beyond adding visual appeal to your home, area rugs can
also provide extra insulation and a warm surface for your feet
on cold winter days. Use large area rugs in rooms where you
spend the most time. You’ll enjoy the new colors and textures
of the rug, and the additional warmth will help keep your
home comfortable.
These are just a few ways you can stay
cozy this winter without turning up the
thermostat. Don’t forget the hot chocolate!

Abby Berry writes on consumer and
cooperative affairs for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association, the national
trade association representing electric
cooperatives in Virginia, Maryland and
Delaware, and across the country.
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Co-op Facts as of June 30, 2020
# of Customers by Rate

Residential
Small Commercial
Large Commercial
Outdoor Lighting
Total Customers

Miles of Line

26,702
5,611
212
200

32,725

# of Customers by County

Tennessee
Claiborne
Grainger
Hancock
Hawkins
Union

Customers per miles of line

9.1

Subtotal - Tenn.
Virginia
Lee
Scott
Wise
Subtotal - Va.

# of full-time employees

59

Total Customers

Distribution
Transmission

Total Miles of Line

Property Tax Paid
pve.coop
pve.coop

3,604
41
3,645

$629,377

16,277
1,081
4,568
633
1,940
24,499

32,725

6,944
1,273
9
8,226
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